Airlift Hope Flight: ‘Fulfillment of a Dream’

     Everyone was in high spirits when the bus rolled out of the  church parking lot. Jack and Katherine V. were among 52 senior adults from Green Street Baptist Church in High Point, North Carolina,  traveling to Branson, Missouri, for a couple of days of fun at the popular vacation spot.
     About three hours short of Branson on the second day of travel, the bus pulled into a rest stop. 

     As he was coming down the steps, Jack, a man in his late seventies, began to stumble, drawing the attention of a nurse on board, June Edwards, who determined  Jack had  suffered a light stroke. 

     Once in Branson, Jack was taken to Skaggs Community Health Center, but the question that loomed was, how would he get home after being discharged?  Fortunately, there was no damage from the stroke and he was doing well. Even so, riding on the bus was a feasible option and commercial flights were cost-prohibitive.  

     Nurse June’s son-in-law, Ron Gibson, is an Airlift Hope pilot from North Carolina.  She and her husband Herb, also on the trip, contacted Ron, who agreed to fly Jack home.

      He flew them in his Cessna 182, and said a highlight of the flight for Jack, who was himself a pilot, was having an opportunity to sit in the co-pilot’s seat, making the trip “even more miraculous.

    “You’ll never know how thrilled he and Katherine were to get to fly with Airlift Hope,” he said. “To get back in a plane was the fulfillment of a dream.”

