Story #1

Esi is currently 9 years old, and came to live at Mercy Housing in March of 2008. She is one of three girls who live with their father in a single-parent home. The total family annual income is $10,712. Esi and her family emigrated from Africa, and when she first came to Mercy, she would only speak an African dialect – she had no desire to learn English and relied on one of her sisters to translate. Esi and her sisters registered and attended the on-site Youth Summer program daily. The youth staff spent time with Esi and started teaching Basic English as Second Language (ESL) skills. With support and through perseverance, she now has a better understanding of English, and can respond to yes and no questions. She is now learning basic “building block” English words and is able to ask for water, ask to use the bathroom, and uses common courtesy phrases such as please and thank you. She has been enrolled in both the Youth Summer program and is currently a participant of the After School program. She seems to pick up more each week. Participation in our youth programs clearly has had a positive effect on her. Esi’s father is thankful to Mercy’s Building Futures youth programs and appreciates the convenience of the on-site staff and services. He has commented that he would not be able to send his daughters to other programs.

