People Who Care
Lila and Erin”s Story

I just received the March newsletter and loved the article on "Flying Solo".  I am in a 1-on-1 relationship with my neighbor, Lila, and the relationship we have developed over the past 5 months or so is truly incredible.  Lila is a wonderful woman who loves life, has a great sense of humor, never complains, and appreciates anything that you do for her.  We get together once a week and do whatever it is that she needs at the time.  I call her every weekend to either reconfirm our plans or see what may have come up that she needs help with.  If there is nothing she needs, then we just get together for a visit.  One of the things that she really has been missing is going out for lunch, so I try and incorporate that into our schedule.  Lila is a master with a crochet hook and knitting needles and all it took was one comment from me about how I'd like to learn to crochet so I could make a blanket for my first grandchild someday and I was signed up for lessons!  We went to Michaels together and picked out yarn and a hook and I was on my way.  I have completed my first blanket (photos attached) and am now working on a scarf and Lila has other patterns that she is anxious for me to make.  
 

While I was working on my blanket Lila was busy working on some granny squares for a quilt.  I would see her progress each week and when she finally finished she asked me, "So, what do you think?"  I told her I thought it was beautiful and her response was, "Well, I made it for you.  You said those were the colors that you liked."  I am now the proud owner of an afghan that was made especially for me by a very special lady.  When I curl up with it in the evenings I am reminded of all the love that went into her making it just for me.  It doesn't get much better than that!
 

I spoke with Lila today and she has no specific need for this upcoming week so we were just going to go to lunch together on Tuesday.  Well, now I'm thinking about how I can "take it up a notch" and I am planning a surprise outing for her - a picnic!  Her beloved turkey sandwich with chips, tortellini salad, and cream puffs for dessert sitting on a picnic bench at Lynx Lake with a white tablecloth, flowers, and sparkling cider in fancy wine glasses!  Can't wait to surprise her with this one - hopefully the weather will cooperate.
 

Lila will be attending the volunteer appreciation event with me - I can't think of a more "special friend" to bring than Lila!  Thank you for all you do to bring people together to enrich the lives of so many.
